
St. Mary, Vinton 

Pastoral Council Minutes 

May 17, 2022 
 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community in 
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our worship together and 
in serving others. 
 

I. Roll call:  Melissa Tandy, JR Schemmel, Danise Shannon, Billy Ollinger, Marcia Reilly, 
Jeannie Springer 
Absent:  Ryan Allsup, Cindy Forsyth, Colman Silbernagel, Stacey Happel 
 

II. Prayer and prayers for the community:  Hail Mary 
 

III. Approval of minutes – March meeting – done via e-mail 
 

IV. Minutes from standing committees:   
o Faith Formation Commission – April 19; Social Justice – April 20; Liturgy – May 3 

 
V. Additions to agenda:  none 
 
Old Business 
 
VI. Status of LOWTF giving  

Total pledged:  $1,143,236; Total received:  $1,140,736; Outstanding debt after May 
payment:  $27,697 
 

VII. Building & Grounds  

 Window repair:  We have not yet received a bill from Pella for the replacement of the 
glass on the south side window in the gathering space.  What appeared to be a crack 
in the window in the vestibule of the gathering space turned out to be caulk. 

 Striping of parking lot:  Spencer Painting has not returned our calls about striping the 
parking lot.  The council recommended contacting the school or Fareway to see who 
they hired to stripe their lots. 

 Floor in hall:  The bid we received from Brown’s Flooring to clean and wax was 
$5,200 and they cautioned that it would not look like new when they finished.  A bid 
from Barnes Furniture for laminate planking for hall only (not including the kitchen or 
dishwasher room) was $10,000 for materials and $7,500 for installation.  
Building/grounds committee members thought parishioners could do the installing, 
but we will need an updated bid to include the kitchen and dishwasher room.  The 
finance council recently met and approved replacing the floor given that we have 
funds available.  The pastoral council concurred. 

 
VIII. Community sustaining/building:   

 Currently, neither the parish or the cluster at large has a Parish Life Committee.   

 New families meet with Marcia and are given a welcoming packet.  She also 
takes their picture and, with their permission, posts it on Facebook and puts in 
the bulletin. 

 It would be helpful if as part of Parish Life, a committee would be formed to assist 
with welcoming new members and help them connect with parishioners. 

 The KCs thought having monthly breakfasts would be a good way to do 
community building, however, they are struggling to find anyone who will help 
with them. 

 



IX. Security at Mass  

 Panic bar on door in back sacristy has been installed by Ted Jessen. 

 Emergency plan with chief of police/KCs: There is no plan in place yet.  The 
police chief has indicated that floor plans and/or a building walk- through would 
be needed to develop a response plan.  Jeannie will look for the buildings’ floor 
plans. 

 Given the Supreme Court leak re: a possible reversal of Roe vs. Wade, there is 
heightened concern regarding security among churches across the country.    

 
XI.  Cemetery board:   

 Craig Ollinger has agreed to serve on this board, but we would like to get one 
more person up to speed.  The bulletin announcements have not yielded any 
volunteers. 

 Council members suggested reaching out to parishioners who have family 
members interred there.  Jeannie will look into this.  

 The responsibilities include marking graves, inspecting the cemetery for tree 
removals/additions, monitoring the mowing and snow removal.  Plots are sold in 
the parish office.  

 
XII.  Parish elections:   

 JR Schemmel and Stacey Happel were re-elected for a second term. 

 Carmen Allyn was elected for a first term.   

 Danise Shannon will be completing her second term as of June 30th and is not 
eligible to serve another term at this time.  We are grateful for the leadership and 
input Danise has provided over the years! 

 
New Business  
 
XIV.  LOWTF  

 At out last meeting, a council member requested a list of items that were to be 
included in phases 2/3 of LOWTF.   

o The following items originally identified for a later phase were completed 
early due to needs identified:  new handicap parking lot, flooring in the 
gathering space and landscaping. 

o Items not yet completed include:  adoration chapel, baptismal font, and 
the renovation of the sanctuary/worship space.   

o Of the items not completed, pledges have been designated for the 
baptismal font and adoration chapel. 

o Renovation of the sanctuary/worship space included plans for as new 
flooring, reducing the size of the sanctuary to allow for more seating, re-
positioning the pews so that they faced forward rather than in a circular 
pattern, making the sanctuary area handicap accessible, adding a 
material (stone/marble?) behind the Stations of the Cross so that they are 
more prominent.    

 Marcia is waiting to hear back from Fr. Greg Bahl, the Director of the Office of 
Worship, regarding current Archdiocesan guidelines regarding renovation of 
worship spaces.  We are aware that Archbishop Jackels’ has a strong preference 
for the tabernacle to be located in the sanctuary.  We will have to figure out how 
this will impact the Adoration Chapel. 

 
  



XIV. PLC report 

 Cluster/parish finances:   
o The parish has approximately $140,000 in the checking account.  Of that 

amount, $50,000 is designated for phase 2/3 of LOWTF and must be used for 
that purpose.  Also, an additional $14,000 of the balance was given to benefit our 
Sister Parish in Haiti.  The distribution of funds to Haiti is coordinated by the Haiti 
committee, which includes members from All Saints in CR and St. John in Mt. 
Vernon. 

o Budgeting for 2022-23 is underway.  Due to the current economic environment, 
the Finance Council has recommended we project an increase in expenses of 7-
10%.  This will correspondingly increase the amount we need from parishioners 
to meet budget/our operating expenses.  Pastoral council members agreed with  
Finance Council members that, if explained, parishioners will understand.  

 Annual parish appeal:  Last year we increased the amount we asked families to donate 
from $75 to $100, stating that 25% of all monies collected will be applied to our debt.  
The Finance Council recommend we do the same this year.  The Pastoral Council 
members present agreed. Marcia will write the letter for the appeal next week and will 
send it to the members of both the pastoral council and finance council for their 
review/approval. 

 Parish/cluster directory:  Our last directory was done in 2015.  It’s time for a new one.  
The company we used in the past no longer does church directories.  There are very few 
companies that offer this service.  We have been researching those that are out there.  
Unique Church Services by UCD appears most promising.  Marcia will reach out to their 
representative to set up photography dates.  We would like to have pictures taken in the 
fall. 

 Fr. Jim’s 25th anniversary:  Vinton KCs have offered to organize the meal following the 
10:30 Mass on May 22nd with the help of Urbana’s KCs.  It will be picnic style with 
hamburgers, hotdogs, beans, chips, lemonade and desserts from the Rosary Society.  
All agreed a monetary gift would be appropriate for Fr. Jim.  This had also been 
discussed at the finance meeting a few weeks ago.  It was decided that the parish would 
give him a gift of $250. 

 ArchdioceseOne:  The Archdiocese has informed us that our in-parish phase of 
ArchdioceseOne will begin in mid-August and wrap up by mid-October.   

 
XV.  First Fruits:   

 This fiscal year the pastoral council has approved the following First Fruits 
donations: 

o VAMA - $300 
o Vinton Fire Department - $100 

 The pastoral council still has $1,337 in First Fruits monies that they can give 
away prior to June 30th. 

 Recommendation:  Give $200 to the North Benton Community EMTs - contact 
Mike McNeill. 

 

Agenda items for next meeting:  none 
 

Next SMV pastoral council meeting:  Tuesday, July 19, 2022 
 
Note:  Marcia will be on retreat July 5-15.  Her first day back in the office will be July 19.  In her 
absence, someone will need to prepare an agenda and send it along with a reminder of the 
meeting.  Perhaps, the current chair (JR) and Jeannie can coordinate this effort? 

 


